Nehemiah 3

God’s Word, Our Story: learning from the book of Nehemiah (ed DA Carson & Kathleen B
Nielson)

Ch 2 Laboring for a God who fights for us, Tim Keller

So as | said at the beginning, these are not my words. With a very few adaptations they are
Tim Keller’s words. It’s feels very different to the Sunday at the start of the year when |
stood here and read to you the sermon that Alan had hoped to deliver, and of course the big
difference is that Alan had prepared that sermon with us in mind, whereas Tim Keller clearly
didn’t write this chapter for Davidson’s Mains, at least | don’t think so. And | don’t know
how you feel about that. But when | came to work through this yesterday it seemed to me
that if we approach this morning in the same way we always approach Scripture together —
asking God, what is your word for me today, what is your word for us today — then he is
every bit as able to speak to us through a chapter of a Tim Keller book this morning as he is
through means we are more used to. He is the Living God and this is the Living Word. So
let’s pray together.

Lord, as we come to look at this passage and to reflect on it, we thank you for all the
different ways you speak to us, all the different people you use, and we ask that through
your Holy Spirit you would open our hearts and minds to hear what it is you have to say to
us this morning. Amen.

P51 A city full of ministers

* We've spent quite a lot of time thinking about this in the last couple of years. We've
committed to team ministry at DMPC but | do wonder this morning if God isn’t just
emphasising this point to us today, with the fact that we come to this particular message
today and our ‘minister’ is unable to be here. What is God saying? Have we really taken on
board that ministry — and | don’t just mean Sunday ministry — is the work of all the people?

P56 finish

* Nehemiah 3 paints a beautiful picture of God’s people fully engaged, working side by side
to rebuild the Jerusalem wall. The task required all the people, with their various skills.
Similarly, every Christian has a ministry and particular gifts needed for the building up of the
church. So a couple of things for us to think about as we finish. What ministry has the Lord
given you during this season of your life? How are you using the gifts he has given you? Ask
God in the coming days, and give thanks to him too for the people that you are glad to have
working alongside you.
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